Tip of the WEEK

Don’t Muck it Up.
At a recent tournament I was amazed to see that some players just don’t see the obvious hands. In this case Player 1 has AK and goes all in Player 2 has 88 and calls the all in bet. The 88 was good off of the flop of 4, 5, J but the AK had a straight draw.  The Turn came 2, the only card Player 1 could now draw was a 3 for a 5 high straight. The river was a 3 giving Player 1 a straight. However Player one did not see the straight quick enough turned over his AK and threw them into the muck, thus busting out. He walked about 10 steps before his straight sunk in by then it was too late. While the tournament director was called over after the fact and the table readily admitted that Player 1 had the straight the ruling was the player is responsible to call his own hand. 

Every tournament company seems to have a different set of rules, some say Hands call themselves, other say a player is responsible for his own, and yet others allow the dealer to call the winning hand.  I find the best rule is to flip your cards over directly in front of you keeping your hand on them so they don’t slide into the flop and wait until the pot is pushed to the winner. Had Player 1 done this he would have heard a player at the other end call the straight (out of courtesy), and thus extended his tournament play. Most players will not announce another players hand in this situation since it was beneficial to have Player 1 bust out. 

If you have any questions about how hands are called always ask at the beginning of the tournament while they are covering the rules for play.
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