The field started with 240 players out of almost 1200 that played in the qualifiers.

The first 90 minutes was rather uneventful I’d win small pots and then give it back calling with marginal hands QJ (offsuit).

I had 11500 at the break (down 500)  the 2nd hand after the break I had KJ off suit  the flop came out 2 6 J I checked the player behind me goes all in for 6K 

I call he has J 7 and hit his 7 on the River. Frustrated I decided with less that 6K left I needed to play more cautious but the cards kept coming. I go all with Trip J’s and they held up.  Suddenly I keep hitting hands I’ve got over 100K now.  Next I get  K J again Flop comes 9 10 J  Player1 bets I call Turn comes A He and the other player 2 both Check, the river comes J I have trip Jacks but I am afraid of the straight. Player 1 shows A 10 ( 2 Pair ) I show Trip Jacks. Player 2 Flips over his Q K He has an A high straight, His Q hits the flop & per the rules his hand is Dead trip Jacks wins a pot of over 40K (he wont do that again) .  Suddenly I’m up to 181K I can coast from here. By the time we get to 40 players I’ve taken about 20 out. I have the chip lead with about 200K,  We switch tables  I keep getting AJ AQ AK but the flops are no help.  I lose 50K with AK spades with a diamond flush and a pair of 10’s on the board.  I lose another 40K in 2 hands to all ins I can’t call with Middle pair. 


My luck has shifted I’m in survival mode now but with blinds at 10K & 20K I get ate up with blinds with lousy hole cards. 

I’m in the final 20 now with 35K left I fold both my blinds to raises I’m left with 5K to catch a hand.  2 hands in front of the big blind I get QJ the first 2 face cards I’ve seen at one time in forever I go all in against the big and little blinds the flop comes  2 3 J I’m happy to have top pair. The Big Blind makes a big bet against the small that folds. 

I’m still hopeful with top pair the Big Blind turns over 2 3 for 2 pair.. I’m out in 16th place for $200 and a free $50 entry to the next event.   The big Blind goes on to win 1st place and 10K  I can live with that.  I played well was a bit over aggressive with my high pocket cards but I played them right and just got killed on the flops. 

My consolation is knowing, that everyone was talking about winning the 40K on the Dead hand than the guy that eventually won. 

Well at least I’m in the Finals at Belterra in a couple weeks.

Scott

